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432 Reverend Ezra Fisher 



(Oontinned from page 839, September Quarterly) 

Oregon City, Oregon Ter., Apr. 7th, 1851. 
To Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bap. Home Mis. Soc. : 

Herein I send you my report of labor under the appoint- 
ment of the Home Mission Society for the fourth quarter 
of the year ending April 1, 1851. I have labored (13) thir- 
teen weeks in the quarter; preached eighteen (18) sermons; 
delivered six (6) lectures on moral and benevolent sub- 
jects; attended ten (10) prayer and other religious meet- 
ings; visited religiously twelve (12) families and individuals; 
baptized none; obtained no signatures to the temperance 
pledge; have not assisted in the organization of any church 
or the ordination of any minister; have traveled (50) fifty 
miles to and from my appointments ; received none by letter, 
none by experience; we know of none hopefully converted, 
no young men preparing for the ministry, monthly concert 
not observed. 

The people to whom I preach have paid nothing during 
the quarter for any of the missionary societies or Bible so- 
ciety; nothing toward my salary; the church has done noth- 
ing by way of building meeting house. Sabbath school is in 
operation in this place with 4 teachers and about 16 scholars 
and about 150 volumes in the library. The Bible class is 
connected with the school and numbers but four. 

My school occupies most of my time through the week. 
We read the Scriptures twice each day and I frequently ac- 
company this exercise with a few remarks and, as often as I 
judge it is useful, address the school on the great subject of 
their relations and obligations to God, to man and to them- 
selves. I open and close the school each day by prayer. I 
preach at two other points besides this place, one on the op- 
posite side of the river^*® and the other at Milwaukie, six 



338 This was linn Oty. 
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miles below this place. I contemplate commencing monthly 
preaching at Portland in a few weeks, if my health will al- 
low me to perform the labor.^** Many of the men of the 
territory are in the mines. Brother Snelling is among the 
number, so that we have but little preaching in the country. 
This spring I hardly dare contemplate our condition of feeble 
churches left without pastors while I am confined within the 
walls of a school house. I am sometimes half resolved to 
leave the school in the hands of such a teacher as we can se- 
cure, and travel through the valley, visit, preach and collect 
funds for the school building. But we fear the consequences 
of a change in teachers before our expected teachers arrive. 
We commenced our spring quarter today With 40 scholars, 
notwithstanding the gold excitement and the removal for a 
time of nearly all the remnant of our large boys for farm- 
ing purposes during the summer. The number will increase 
for the ensuing two weeks. Our money has been drained off 
to build up eastern cities and farming is greatly neglected 
for the mines. Consequently it is difficult to collect for car- 
rying forward our building and labor is extravagantly high. 
That work must progress slowly this summer. We hope to 
make a special effort in the fall for this work ; I fear not be- 
fore, unless I leave the school next quarter. We more need 
an efficient preacher as colporter for the A. B. Publication 
Soc., who would do some work for the Bible Society, than 
an agent for the Bible Society to the neglect of the Publica- 
tion Society. But if the Publication Society do not do this 
work through their agent, we will be glad to see your pro- 
posed enterprise take effect. Should the Bible Soc. send us 
an agent, or Bibles, they will do well to send a large pro- 
portion of large Bibles suitable for family Bibles. There has 
been an inquiry for them for a long time, when small Bibles 
cannot be sold for cost. Every evangeHcal society has Bibles 
in the coimtry and the people have generally obtained Bibles 



239 The author apparently soon began holding occasional services in Portland 
in the Congregational meeting-house. They were continued until October, 1854, 
when a Baptist minister settled in Portland. — Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore. II:i4. 
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and Testaments gratuitously, or at very low price, till the 
country has become tolerably supplied. But our coming pop- 
ulation will create a large demand for more next year. 

We are truly gratified to learn that interests in Oregon 
are beginning to receive a share in the sympathies of our 
trans-mountain brethren. My personal thanks to Dr. Pike for 
the part of the philosophical apparatus which he so gener- 
ously donated for the institution. In due time, on the recep- 
tion of the gift, he will receive an expression from the Board. 

I received the boxes you shipped on board the Grecian. I 
have received the bill of lading for the goods you shipped me 
on board the bark Francis and Louisa; also the bills of lad- 
ing of the goods shipped for Br. Chandler on board the Gold- 
en Age. 

Affectionately yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received June 3, 1851. 

Oregon City, Oregon Ter., July 1, 1851. 
To Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. of Am. Bap. Home Mission Soc. : 

Herein I send my report of labor under the appointment of 
the Home Mission Society for the first quarter ending July 1, 
1851. My field comprises the church at Oregon City, the 
community at Linn City, Milwaukie and vicinity and Port- 
land. At the last three named places we have as yet no 
church. 

I have labored 13 weeks in the quarter, preached 21 ser- 
mons, delivered no lectures on moral and benevolent subjects, 
attended three church meetings and two prayer meetings, vis- 
ited religiously twenty families and individuals, no common 
schools, baptized none, obtained no signatures to the temper- 
ance pledge, have assisted at the organization of no church, 
no ordination, have traveled to and from my appointments 
126 miles, received none by letter, none by experience and 
none to my knowledge has been hopefully converted. No 



Correspondence 435 

young men in the church preparing for the ministry. Monthly 
concert of prayer is not observed. My people have paid during 
the quarter for the Home Mission Society nothing and noth- 
ing for any other benevolent society. Church has done noth- 
ing by way of building meeting houses. I have received from 
individuals for my support as a minister $10.00. Connected 
with the congregations to which I preach are two Sabbath 
schools, one with the church in this place, having three teach- 
ers, 18 scholars and about 150 volumes; the other at Mil- 
waukie, a promiscuous school, with one Baptist teacher and 
seven scholars of Baptist family. There is also a Bible class 
with five pupils connected with the Sabbath school in Oregon 
City which I teach one-fourth of the time. Our school is 
about as numerous as at any preceding period. My confine- 
ment in school and the necessary labor and care prevent my 
laboring so much in the ministry direct as I should otherwise 
do, yet I trust we are laying the foundation for more efficient 
work hereafter. Our school building is now being enclosed 
and we hope to have two rooms finished by the time of the 
arrival of Brs. Chandler and Read. I have most of the labor 
of raising subscriptions for the work. More than one-third 
of the old subscriptions cannot be made available at present, 
mostly by means of a change in the moneyed matters of the 
subscribers. We have now most of the lumber engaged and 
paid for to carry the work on as far as above specified and as 
yet have no debts hanging over us; but I fear my confine- 
ment in the school and Br. Johnson's necessary callings will 
leave the building one or two thousand dollars in debt, when 
fit for use, which must be met by an appeal to the public, as 
soon as Br. Chandler arrives, which our brethren tell me I 
will have to do. 

You see, dear brother, that I have upon me the labor of 
two men now and when it will be less is known only by Him 
whom we serve. I have just returned from our Association 
held in Tualatin Plains. Our business was transacted with 
great unanimity. Resolutions were passed in favor of the 
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cause of Home Missions, American and Foreign Bible Society, 
American Bap. Pub. Soc, American Tract Society, the Sunday 
school cause and religious periodicals. Our congregations were 
unusually large and solemn. We must leave the results with 
God, but confidently hope the cause which we represent in 
Oregon is advancing. Three churches were added to our Asso- 
ciation during the anniversary. I am appointed to correspond 
with you on the subject of an exploring agent and the appoint- 
ment of a missionary for Salem, which I must defer till after 
the next mail. I received my commission, under date of May 
2d, and accompanying letter. I will attend to the deficiency on 
the part of the church and forward the concurrent certificates 
in my next. When Br. Chandler arrives, we must have an en- 
tire change in our fields of labor and we have a committee 
appointed by our Association to call a convention of the breth- 
ren to consult on the best method of promoting the cause of 
Christianity and education in Oregon, immediately on the 
arrival of Br. Chandler. Would it not be well for your Board 
to authorize your missionaries in this territory to make such 
changes at that time as the said convention may deem neces- 
sary for the furtherance of the cause of Christ ? Please write 
me immediately on this subject. 

I will here insert the following names as subscribers for the 
Home Mission Record: Rev. Richmond Cheadle, Santiam 
Post Office, Elmer Keyes, do, Edward T. Lenox, Hillsboro P. 
O., James S. Holman, Luckiamute. 

Yours in gospel fellowship, 

EZRA FISHER, 
Missionary at Oregon City and vicinity. 

N. B. — I am waiting with prayerful solicitude for the time 
to arrive when I may do my duty as a servant of God and 
leave the walls of the school and meet the suffering wants 
of some of the feeble, famishing churches in the valley. Br. 
NewelP" was here today, broken in spirit at the loss of his 
dear wife and child. Br. Coe has spent one night with us ; am 
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much pleased with him. Dea. Failing^ and sons spent two 
nights with us; were well. Will stop at present at Portland. 
I hope we shall be able during the present season to consti- 
tute a church at Portland. 

Yours, 
Received Aug. 22, 1851. E.F. 

Aug. 8, 1851. 
I received all the goods shipped on board the bark Ellen 
and Louisa which the bill of lading calls for. I learn too 
that the Golden Age is at Portland and I have made arrange- 
ments to have Br. Chandler's goods stored free of charge till 
he arrives. I suppose we have now for the first time a tol- 
erable supply of books of the A. Bap. Publication Soc's pub- 
lications and I trust Elder Cheadle, their Colporter, will ex- 
ert a good influence with these works in his hands. The im- 
migration from California will probably be large the coming 
winter and even for a longer time. I am informed that the 
Spanish titles to the land are generally good and the result 
will be many American citizens who would like lands in 
California will avail themselves of the benefits of the Oregon 
land bill. I think Pacific City* will not greatly suffer for the 
want of an efficient minister before another summer. Br. 
Newell has been seriously afflicted by the loss of his wife 
and child on the passage and he is as yet somewhat unsettled, 
yet I think we must soon have a good man located at that 
place or Astoria or Clatsop Plains to meet the wants tempo- 
rarily of all that region. He should be a prudent, business- 
like, devoted minister who loves Zion and can resist worldly 
temptations. From this time forward changes must be great 
on the Papific coast and every improvement must go forward 
with a rapidity unequaled in any new portion of our coun- 
try. Our churches must be supplied with a devoted, thor- 
ough ministry and that ministry must and will, with a love 



241 Josiah Failing (1806-1877) came to Oregon in 1851 and was prominent in 
business, cliurcli and politics. — ^Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore. 1:69. The two sons were 
John W. and Henry. 

* Uwaco, Pacific county, Washington, of the present day. 
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approaching to a passion for the work, train the churches 
right. I feel a strong assurance on this subject. 

I am not tired of doing my duty, but I think I shall appre- 
ciate in some measure the responsibilities of the ministry 
more than I have done in past years, should the Lord gra- 
ciously spare my life till I can give over this school into other 
hands. When I look over the moral waste of the Willamette 
Valley and hear the appeals as often as I see the brethren, 
"When will you come and preach to us?" it is almost more 
than I can endure. The interests of our school must not be 
neglected, but, unless we are visited with the outpourings 
of the spirit from on high, we are a ruined people in Oregon. 
Pray for us. 

Yours, 

E. FISHER. 
Received Oct. 6, 1851. 

Oregon City, Sept. 3d, 1851. 
Rev. Benj. M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

I received by the last mail two copies of the annual report 
of the A. B. H. M. Soc. for 1851, and Br. Johnson received 
a letter from you. Religious matters in the Territory remain 
much as they were when I last wrote. Our school numbers 
about forty scholars since we dismissed the female depart- 
ment and will be considerably enlarged the next two quarters, 
should our teachers prove to be popular with this people, as 
we trust they will. I have but three weeks after the 
present one in this quarter. Then I hope to be able under 
God to visit the churches through the valley and preach to 
them Saturdays and Sabbaths and, at the same time, raise 
some funds for our building, which lies heavy on our hands 
and heavier on my heart. The work has moved on slowly 
this summer, it being only enclosed, without doors or win- 
dows. We, however, have part of the glass, and the oil and 
lead! for painting. The house is between three and four hun- 
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dred dollars in debt. We have about $1000 uncollected on 
our subscription paper and we can probably rely on about 
$200 this fall from that source. We have flooring enough on 
hand to lay the floor for two rooms and a few hundred feet of 
ceiling and may probably get some more lumber on the old 
subscription and more subscribed. 

We had the pleasure of welcoming Br. Chandler to this 
place yesterday, but his family were left sixteen miles back in 
the first settlements this side of the Cascade Mountains. He 
was in health and! in good spirits, as were his family and Br. 
Read,^*^ all of whom will be in town this week. We trust 
that from this time we shall be able to do more for our feeble 
churches than formerly and hope we may enjoy an enlarged 
measure of the spirit of our Divine Master. We shall call 
the convention, of which I made mention in my last, about 
the time of the close of my quarter. I rejoice to find that 
you have anticipated the same thing in your letter to Br. 
Johnson. I have discontinued my appointments at Linn City 
on account of the small number of families in that place this 
summer, and commenced preaching once a month at Cane- 
ma,^** a village springing up at the head of the falls on this 
side of the Willamette, one mile above this place. We may con- 
tinue a monthly appointment there after the meeting of the 
convention, but we must not longer neglect the churches in the 
valley above. I should have sent you the concurrent certificate 
of the church^** by the last mail but for the fact that our 
church clerk lives three miles from this place on the other side 
of the Willamette**® and I have had no opportunity of seeing 



242 This was Rev. J. S. Read. He had just graduated from Franklin College. 
He taught in the Oregon City School for one school year and then went to South- 
ern Oregon. He returned to Indiana in 1854. — Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore. 1:13. 

243 Canemah began in the later forties. It took its name either from an In- 
dian chief, or from a word meaning a canoe landing; probably the former. — George 
H. Himes. 

244 These certificates were required by the Home Mission Society to be sent 
in by churches which were asking for the service of its missionaries. 

245 The clerk of the Oregon City Church at this time was F. A. Collard, who 
was then living on his land claim just south of what is now Oswego. — Records of 
First Baptist Church of Ore. City (MS. and records in Clackamas Coumty Court 
House). 
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him for four weeks. At the first meeting I had with the breth- 
ren in Portland they appointed a committee to sign a similar 
certificate, but on my last visit to that place the two most ef- 
ficient brethren were gone to San Francisco on business, and 
thus the matter is delayed. I will now record the vote of the 
church on the subject of application for my appointment and, 
should I not see our clerk before the next mail leaves, I shall 
hand the letter to Br. Johnson for signature. 

Yours, 

E. FISHER. 
Voted to recommend Elder Ezra Fisher to the favorable con- 
sideration of the Home Missionary Society for re-appointment 
for the term of one year. Also voted to invite Elder Ezra 
Fisher to supply the church one-fourth of the time. Done at 
the church meeting on the first Saturday in Feb., 1851. 

The 1st Bap. Church at Oregon City concur in all the terms 
of the application made by Elder Fisher in a letter addressed 
to the Corresponding Secretary in Feb. last. 

September 6th, 1851. 

W. T. MATLOCK, 
Clerk pro tem. 

N. B. We have this day had Brs. Chandler and Read in 
attendance and agreed to call the convention of which I made 
mention in my last on Friday the 17th instant. . 

Yours, 
Received Nov. 3, 1851. E. F. 

Oct. 1st, 1851. 
To Rev. B. M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. of Am. Bap. Home Mission Soc. : 

Herein I send you my report of labor under the appoint- 
ment of the Home Mission Society for the second quarter 
ending Oct. 1, 1851. 

Up to this time my field has comprised Oregon City, Port- 
land, Milwaukie and an out-station at Canema, a rising vil- 
lage half a mile above Oregon City, at the head of the Wil- 
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lamette Falls, which I statedly supply. I have labored 13 
weeks in the quarter, preached 19 sermons, delivered three 
lectures to the Sabbath school in this place, attended three 
ministers' prayer meetings in this place (which are weekly), 
visited religiously 25 families and individuals, visited no com- 
mon schools, but addressed my own weekly, baptized none, 
no signatures to the temperance pledge, organized no church, 
no ordination, traveled to and from my appointments 130 
miles, none received by letter, none by experience, have had 
no hopeful conversions, no young men preparing for the min- 
istry. The monthly concert of prayer is not observed at any 
of my stations. My people have paid nothing during the 
quarter for any missionary or benevolent society. I have re- 
ceived nothing for my salary; no meeting houses being 
erected. Connected with the church in Oregon City is a Sab- 
bath school of 18 scholars and three teachers and about 150 
volumes in the library. There is also a Bible class with 3 
pupils. 

EZRA FISHER, 
Missionary. 

N. B. — At the meeting of the convention held at this place 
on the 19th and 20th of Sept. last you will see, by referring 
to the minutes which will probably leave in the next mail, 
that the Trustees of the Oregon City College appointed me 
temporarily as agent for that school to collect funds to carry 
on the building now up and enclosed, but between four and 
five hundred dollars in debt. It was thought to be the best 
that could be done. It was hoped that this work might be 
performed without materially diverting me from my minis- 
terial labors. I shall be expected to meet my regular appoint- 
ments twice each month at Portland, or supply them with a 
substitute. You will also see a request from this conven- 
tion that your Board appoint me as a corresponding evan- 
gelist for Oregon (I am not certain that I have the right 
name as I have not the minutes of that convention and quote 
from memory). The name of exploring agent was urgently 
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objected to by one and only one of the members of the con- 
vention, but he is a man of influence and with his objections 
against eastern influence. It is understood, however, that 
this evangelist is to perform the duties of an exploring agent. 
It seems necessary that the Willamette and Umpqua valleys^*® 
be explored or visited by a faithful missionary who will be 
able to make a fair representation of the wants of the de- 
nomination, both to your Board and to the Willamette Asso- 
ciation. The people at the mouth of the Columbia should 
also be visited, and perhaps the settlement at Puget Sound^*'' 
during the next season. Little, if anything, can be expected 
the present year in aid! for the support of such an agent above 
what I shall receive from Portland, unless I should supply 
some destitute church a stated portion of the time. Yet the 
scattered members would be encouraged to early organizations 
and be led to appreciate the great utility of the missionary 
organization. Should the winter rains hold off, I hope to visit 
several destitute churches in the upper part of the valley. 
Baptist sentiments seem to be well received, and it is very ob- 
vious that our efforts in the cause of education seem to in- 
spire public confidence in the efficiency of the denomination. 
I will give one instance: A Br. HilF^^ from Missouri came 
to Albany, a county seat on the Willamette about 70 miles 
above this place, and commenced' teaching and preaching 
some time last winter. His labors resulted in organizing a 
small church; the proprietors of the lower part of the town 
have built a school house and at our late convention requested 
us to send them a teacher and a preacher, with the assurance 
that the people would help to support him as a minister and 
donate one-fourth of the lots of their town for church pur- 



246 The Hudson's Bay Company had established a post in the Umpqua Valley 
as early as 1832. — Bancroft, Hist, of N. W. Coast, II:S2i. The valley was first 
carefully explored and extensively settled in 1850, largely through the efforts of the 
"Umpqua Town-Site and Colonization Land Company," which was largely financed 
from California. — Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. 11:175-183. 

247 See note 390. There were a number of Americans of the immigration of 
1851 who settled on Puget Sound. — Bancroft, Hist, of Wash., Idaho and Montana, 
p. 21. 

248 This was Rev. Reuben Coleman Hill, M. D., (1808-1890). He was bom 
in Kentucky and moved to Missouri in 1846, to California in 1850, and to Oregon 
in 1851. — Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore., 11:82. 
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poses. It is said that they have from forty to sixty acres laid 
out in town lots. We have similar proposals for taking 
schools under our care upon town sites upon the banks of the 
Willamette. If we had a few young men of prudence and en- 
ergy, with a sacrificing spirit, to throw into our county seats 
in the valley above us, no doubt, with the blessings of the 
Great Teacher, an incalculable amount of good might be ac- 
complished. 

The overland! immigration is large and mostly in the valley 
and in the Cascade Mountains and will be in in eight or ten 
days.^*® Its number is estimated at from four to five thou- 
sand souls. We are constantly receiving accessions by wa- 
ter, so that it is thought that our white population by the 
first of March will be at least 30,000. 

Brs. Chandler and Read will enter upon their duties as 
teachers week after next. We expect they will supply this 
church and one or two out stations in the vicinity. Money 
is scarce and crops of wheat and vegetables abundant. I have 
not yet learned whether my appointment as missionary is con- 
firmed, but I have been acting with that expectation and shall 
venture to order you to put me up some family clothing and 
books, in a few days. I am receiving the Christian Chronicle 
regularly and, if it is charged to me, I wish you to arrange 
the matter with the editors and charge that amount to me. 

We fear that Br. Failing will become discouraged in busi- 
ness and leave for N. Y., but still hope God will otherwise 
direct. He is much needed in Oregon. 

Yours in gospel fellowship, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received Nov. 19, 1851. 
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Oregon City, Oregon Ten, Jan. 30, 1852. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

Yours, bearing date Nov. 29 and mail mark Dec. 9th, con- 
taining a commission for me to act as exploring agent for Or- 
egon for the term of three months, was received by the last 
mail. I now hasten to answer the same and make a few gen- 
eral statements of facts as nearly as I can explain matters 
now in Oregon. Since the arrival of Brs. Chandler and Read 
I have visited YamHill county and church ; spent ten days in 
that county, principally to look over their spiritual wants in 
the absence of Elder Snelling,^™ the former pastor of Yam- 
Hill church. Found the members scattered over half a large 
county and almost disheartened, but they seemed cheered by 
the visit and manifested a desire to enjoy the preached word. 
In this visit, as in all my public labors the past fall and win- 
ter, I have endeavored to make my agency for the school sub- 
serve the interests of the churches rather than make it the 
all engrossing subject. I have preached half my Sabbaths at 
Portland and Milwaukie; in the morning at the latter place, 
and in the evening at the former. The remaining part of my 
time I have performed labors in the south and southeast part 
of Marion County, on the east side of the Willamette River 
from 20 to 40 miles south from Oregon City and one of the 
most promising agricultural parts of the Willamette Valley, 
in which are located two feeble churches,^'^ one of which had 
lost its visibility for the want of the occasional preaching 
of the word. All the former members of the church have 
changed their location and in so doing have thrown them- 
selves into a more commanding position in the same vicin- 
ity. Their position is such that at no distant day two small 



250 Snelling was then in California. 

251 The two churches were the one at French Prairie, organized in 1850, near 
or in the present town of Gervais; and the Shiloh Church, organized in 1850, at the 
present town of Turner. — Matton, Bap. An. of Ore. 1 19. 

It was probably the French Prairie Church which was so weak. 
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business towns must rise up in their vicinity, one on the Wil- 
lamette about 15 miles below Salem, the other on Pudding 
River, eight miles east of the landing on the Willamette. 

In looking over the field! which God in his providence has 
seen fit to assign us, we are constrained to say, "Ours is a 
goodly heritage," and we feel no inclination to abandon it 
for others, yet we think your Board do not fully appreciate 
all the embarrassments under which we, as missionaries and 
churches, labor. Our field is as truly a missionary field as 
any portion of the great field which was contemplated in the 
first organization of the A. B. H. M. Soc. Imagine for a mo- 
ment 200 or 300 American citizens who have been gathering 
upon the waters of Puget Sound^'*^ (the future naval depot 
for Oregon) for the last seven years, and for all this time 
have never been visited by a Protestant minister. Now sup- 
pose you were to meet one of these citizens and hear him re- 
late to you the fact that they trade with foreigners and go 
to the Roman church^^ for Sabbath instruction and! then 
ask, "Why can you not come over and preach to us, for I 
verily think ours is missionary ground?" What would be 
the feelings of your heart when you are compelled to turn 
them away with an indefinite reply? This is but one case. 
The people settled upon the banks of the Columbia River 
(the great thoroughfare of trade for the valley of Willam- 
ette and the Northern gold mines of Rogue River) from Van- 
couver to Astoria, a distance of 90 miles,^* have never had 
preaching of any order save in a very few instances. But a 
few days since an acquaintance of mine residing near a rising 
town which, at no very distant period, will not fail to be a 
place of some importance, asked me if I could not sometime 
come and preach to them, saying he was a wicked man, but 
he had children and had raised them to respect the gospel 



252 See note 247. The trade on the Sound increased largely in 1852-3, and 
several small towns were springing up. — Bancroft, Hist, of Ore., II:25o. 

253 T'his church was near Olympia at a place now called Priest's Point Park. — 
George H. Himes. 

354 The towns of St. Helens, Milton, Westport and Rainier, were all spring- 
ing up about this time. — Bancroft, Hist, of Oregon, II:2Si, 252. 
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and they and his neighbors, wanted to hear preaching and he 
would make his house a comfortable home for any respectable 
minister who would come and preach one sermon and give 
him ten dollars for his part. 

Then, with me, take a bird's eye view of the Willamette, 
whose settlements spread over a territory 180 miles in length 
and from 20 to sixty miles in width, in almost every settle- 
ment of which are found one or more members of our ordter 
surrounded with men of all religious sects and of no relig- 
ious creed, and exposed to all the disorganizing influences 
peculiar to a country where preaching is but occasional and 
Sabbath day visiting and hunting of loose cattle and wild 
game are common, and at the same time large portions of 
the men are going to and coming from the mines. Can this 
be regarded as any other than a missionary field in the most 
unqualified sense of the term? Then turn your attention to 
the Umpqua Valley, in which are now two organized coun- 
ties,^® and it is said that it is now as thickly peopled as the 
Willamette, with no evangelical minister to break the bread 
of life,^®' where character is formed with unexampled rapid- 
ity, and no means are wanting to draw the youth into the 
most abandoned habits which the temptations of gold can in- 
spire in the absence of the moral influence of the Bible (ior 
men will soon neglect their Bibles if the gospel is not preach- 
ed), and here we must say is a missionary field. Immediately 
south of the Umpqua River, gold diggings begin and that 
portion of the mines between this and the Chasty ( Shasta) ^'^ 
Mountains, a distance of 140 to 150 miles from north to 
south, is included in the Oregon field. Here thousands of 
our countrymen are constantly engaged in digging gold, 
with no one to minister to them the excellencies of that gos- 
pel which is incomparably more valuable than gold. With 

255 Douglas and Umpqua Counties, th* former of which had just been or- 
ganized, and Jackson County, which was also organized in January, 1852, comprised 
the Rogue River Valley. — Bancroft, Hist, of Ore., II:7io, 712. 

256 This statement is probably correct. 

257 Shasta, a corruption of the French "chaste," was first applied to the. moun- 
tain by early American travelers. — Bancroft, Hist, of Calif., VII 1440. 
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a few exceptions, the entire population of the Umpqua and 
and the gold regions of Oregon have congregated on our 
southern border within the term of the last eighteen months. 
Is not Oregon then a missionary field? We desire your 
Board to take another view of our condition. By referring to 
the minutes of our Association you will see that we report 
eleven small churches.^^* Two others are constituted and 
probably some four or five more will spring into existence 
the coming summer. In all these churches we number about 
160 members. Forty or fifty more may include all the mem- 
bers of the territory ; and these members come to us from al- 
most every state in the union, and some from Australia. It 
would be almost a miracle, in bringing together such a com- 
munity, if all would at once co-operate, in ways and means to 
carry out the great objects of the gospel, with all the harmony 
of the spheres. Yet be it said to the praise of these brethren 
and to the honor of the gospel of Christ that, according 
to the means of grace they enjoy, they will not suffer in com- 
parison with most of the country churches in the States, both 
as it regards the order of the members or the willingness to 
support the gospel. Now when we remember that nine years 
ago the first of these brethren arrived in Oregon and from 
that time to the present they arrived in this valley poor, 
many without bed or bedding, save a few blankets, with 
their teams either lost in the mountains or reduced to skel- 
etons, and every necessary of life to provide anew, with 
clothing, groceries, cooking and farming utensils at a price 
fourfold that of the cost in the States, that in churches of 
from six to twenty-seven members no two families lived 
nearer than a mile of each other, and these interspersed with 
every variety of religionist found in the States, till it is not 
common for more than two Baptist churches to be found in 



258 Th€ minutes for June, 1851, show only nine churches; the West Union, 
Yamhill, Rickreal, Oregon City, Santiam, Lebanon, Shiloh, Molalla, and Oatsop 
Churches. The French Prairie and Marysville Churches were organized, but not 
admitted. — Minutes of Willamette Baptist Association for 1851. Mattoon, Bap. An. 
of Ore., 1:1-17. The author must have been mistaken, for the Association of 1852 
did not meet until the June after this letter was written. 
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a large county, is it reasonable to expect that everything will 
be done with the promptness and precision with which busi- 
ness is transacted in well organized churches in the midst of 
compact cities? 

And then your missionaries, unlike our missionaries in the 
foreign fields, have been compelled to divide their energies 
between the interests of the churches and the recurring ur- 
gent wants of rising families. During the last three years 
the extravagant prices of all the articles of family consump- 
tion, together with the rage for gold which pervaded almost 
the entire community, precluded all reasonable hope that the 
Missionary Society and the scattered churches would give 
the families of your missionaries a bare sustenance. With 
this state of things we are fully convinced that your Board 
have been disposed to exercise a laudable (I might perhaps 
say unwarrantable) forbearance. But this policy has been 
fruitful in evil consequences. Our necessities have diverted 
our time and care to a lamentable extent from our appropri- 
ate work. While we have been fast wearing out our lives in 
hard labor directed to the best of our wisdom, we feel a la- 
mentable conviction that the feeble cause of Christ has been 
neglected and our Christian graces have been gradually de- 
clining. In the midst of these embarrassing circumstances 
we have labored and under the blessing of God we have 
brought a school into existence. In the assumption of the 
necessary responsibilities, Brother Johnson has involved 
himself in pecuniary liabilities from which it is doubtful 
whether he will ever be able to recover. The school fur- 
nished me a living while at the same time it consumed all my 
available means and confines me for years to the place in or- 
der to secure a permanent site for a literary institution for 
the denomination in Oregon. But times and prospects have 
greatly changed in a few months. The prices of most of the 
ordinary articles of family consumption are materially re- 
duced. Still the labor of man and beast is high. Butter is 
still 75 cents a pound, so we use none of that article; fresh 
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beef from 8 to 12 cents per pound, pork from 14 to 18 and 
eggs 75 cents per dozen. The prospect of usefulness is also 
materially increased, especially in the country churches. Fee- 
ble and scattered as our churches are, I think they will pay 
from $50 to $150 this year for preaching, if they can secure 
it one Sabbath each month. These churches are all located in 
the midst of most important agricultural districts in the Wil- 
lamette Valley, some of them in the immediate vicinity of 
county seats, and must not be neglected. The population 
in all our towns is greatly reduced by means of that pecu- 
liar feature in the land! bill which requires four years' actual 
residence on a claim to obtain a patent from government. 
Numbers of the remaining citizens are adventurers who have 
left their families in the States and intend to return to their 
families as soon as they shall have sheared the golden fleece. 
Others are imcertain whether their business will justify the 
removal of their families to our shores. These and other cir- 
cumstances too numerous to be named render the success- 
ful occupancy of our towns more than doubly difficult than that 
of the towns in the Western states, technically so called. But 
with all these difficulties to encounter, Pedo-baptist churches, 
both Roman and Protestant, are sustaining their ministers in 
the most import. of these towns by very little aid from 
the members in tl > place. Should we entirely neglect these 
towns, they will soon become very difficult of access to Bap- 
tists. Your missionaries are of opinion that a missionary 
should be stationed at Portland and principally supported by 
the Board at home, if a suitable man can be found. A small 
family at this place would require $600 a year to enable a man 
to devote himself to the work of the ministry, $100 of which is 
as much as could reasonably be expected from the people of 
the place, unless favorable changes could be made. Portland, 
as I have informed you in a former letter, is the principal 
port in Oregon. The present population is estimated at 700 
souls. It contains 35 wholesale and retail stores, two tin shops, 
four public taverns, two steam sawmills, one steam flouring 
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mill, with two run of stones, six or eight drinking shops and 
billiard tables, one wine and spirit manufactory, a variety of 
mechanic shops and from 8 to 15 merchant vessels are always 
seen lying at anchor in the river or at the wharves. The Meth- 
odists, Presbyterians and Romans have each built them neat 
places for public worship.^^® The Episcopalians have service 
two Sabbaths each month. The Methodist Church have a 
high school in progress and a neat edifice of wood, two 
stories, 60 by 40 feet. A few months ago we had ten Baptist 
members in this place; now we can find but six. But about 
half of them can be regarded as permanent. This is the 
place where nearly all the immigrants by water land and 
from which they will go to their various points of destination. 
You will see then the importance of early planting a church 
in this place. 

What I have said of Portland in respect to support is true 
of Oregon City. Yet it will not do to abandon that post. 
Our school must be sustained and much of that must be done 
at the sacrifice of your missionaries. To human appearance 
the abandonment of this enterprise would be ruinous. To 
tax one man with the labor of the school and the care of the 
church and then require him to be put in competition with 
ministers of other denominations who are sustained in their 
own appropriate work seems much like double working a 
man and at the same time taking from him the use of his 
tools. In this condition a brother may greatly desire to 
show himself "approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth," but 
it is certain he cannot study much to do these things. After 
Brother Chandler's year closes, we shall be compelled to 
make some change in his labors so that he may either devote 
the most of his energies to the school or to the church. Br. 



259 In 1852 there seems to have been only the following church buildings in 
Portland: Methodist, built in 1850; Catholic, 1851; Congregational, 1851. There 
was in addition a parish of the Episcopal Church, organized in 185 1. A Presby- 
terian Church was not organized until i854- The author evidently confuses the 
Presbyterians with the Congregationalists. — Hist, of Portland, ed. by H. W. Scott, 
pp. 344-356. 
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Johnson's health is slowly improving. I hope he will be able 
to enter the field of labor by the first of April. The Molalla 
and West Union churches are waiting- for his services and 
when they learn that he can serve them I have no doubt but 
they will make the requisite application and will probably 
raise for his support from $150 to $200. Beyond this, he 
wishes to itinerate and visit and preach to destitute churches 
and settlements, as Providence may direct, half the time. 
In view of the scattered condition of our numbers and the 
influence he would exert upon the churches and ministers, I 
think this will contribute more to organize and strengthen 
the churches than any course he could pursue. We feel 
that your Board!, if possible, ought to increase his salary at 
least to $300. It has been thought advisable by all with 
whom I have consulted that I should devote my time to the 
business of an exploring agent according to the instructions 
contained in the late commission, if I can be sustained. But 
I think no reasonable man in Oregon would say this can be 
done for less than $500 per year. Something might be done 
by the churches and individuals, should the Lord give me 
favor with the people. Should your Board make me the 
appointment of exploring agent and leave it discretionary 
with your missionaries here whether I should! attend one or 
two churches monthly, I think the object you contemplate 
will be accomplished and I can receive about $150 of the 
$500 from the churches and reach all the important points in 
the territory except Puget Sound, and perhaps that. Through 
this arrangement Br. Johnson and myself would be able 
occasionally to spend a Sabbath together in a meeting, if 
Providence should indicate. I make this last suggestion 
partly to save your Board funds and partly from a conviction 
of its practical results on the cause in Oregon. In this event 
I would engage to labor one year, should you appoint me 
with a salary of $350 from your Board. 

Our school building is about $200 in debt, and! we must 
have $300 or $400 more expended before it will be suitable 
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to occupy. The latter sum can hardly be raised from the 
old subscriptions, although we have some $1200 on the sub- 
scription unpaid which was subscribed in good faith. But 
what in Oregon is called hard times renders most of it very 
doubtful. Somebody must do this work, that somebody 
must be one of your missionaries, and I know not but that 
missionary must be myself. Our Congregational friends are 
about to send! one of their ministers to the States to raise 
funds to liquidate the debts of the female seminary in this 
place.^®' We shall try to do this first work in Oregon if 
possible. I have no more available means to apply to this 
work, not enough to purchase a horse for the coming year's 
labors, yet I trust my friends will in some way provide me 
at least the use of an animal. As it respects the present 
appointment for three months, it will be impossible for me 
to devote my entire time to the agency. The iiext five or 
six weeks are among the most unfavorable in the year to 
travel, except as we do it by steam; and then I have engage- 
ments twice each month which I cannot at once dispense 
with, if I can reach them. I have concluded to do what I 
can in the agency in connection with my other engagements 
and report accordingly. I shall not make a monthly report 
till next mail as this general communication is so extended. 
We trust with more than usual confidence that the coming 
season will be one of some ingathering into the churches. 
The future is with the Lord. The present becomes us to 
devote to him. Late indications at least appear rather flat- 
tering. May we be enabled to wait on the Lord in His 
appointed ways and His providential indications. As ever. 

Yours respectfully, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received March 16, 1852. 

260 This was Rev. George H. Atkinson. — Bancroft, Hist, of Ore., II:68o. 
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Oregon City, O. Ter., April 1, 1852. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Society. 
Dear Bro. : 

Herein I send you my report of labor under the appoint- 
ment of the Home Mission Society for the fourth quarter 
appointment under the commission forwarded under date of 
ending the last day of March, 1852 (or for the three months' 
Nov. 29, 1850). The condition of our churches and my en- 
gagements rendered it necessary that I should supply three 
destitute churches up to this time. I have visited Portland 
at my regular appointments four times. Have visited the 
church in the French Prairie three times, the Lebanon 
church (Marion Co.) 12 miles east from Salem, three times; 
the Shilo church, 12 miles south of Salem on the north fork 
of the Santiam once, Albany church at Albany (county seat 
of Linn) once; and the La Creole church, Polk Co., 8 miles S. 
W. of Salem (members dispersed through the county). Have 
labored 13 weeks, travelled 655 miles, paid $2.25 travelling 
expenses. Received $30 for my support, preached 42 ser- 
mons, visited religiously 56 families and individuals. My 
visit to the La Creole was to meet a public meeting called for 
the purpose of taking into consideration ways andl means 
of meeting the destitution of the feeble churches and new 
portions of the territory, if practicable. But four ministers 
were present, one of whom is on the eve of leaving for the 
States. But four churches were represented and incipient 
measures were taken to supply them. It was thought desir- 
able that I should attend two of those churches, each one 
Sabbath in two months, and that Br. V. Snelling attend them 
the alternate Sabbath one each two months. As soon as I 
shall have visited them I shall report their state and what 
they will do for the support, if that can be learned. It is 
slow bringing churches into an organized state for efficient 
action, but we will labor toward that as fast as we can. 
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The meeting was conducted with great unanimity of senti- 
ment and, although the weather was very unfavorable, trav- 
eling bad and the waters high, the congregations were large 
for the place and, after preaching, five were received for bap- 
tism and four followed the footsteps of their Redeemer 
through the liquid grave, one the teacher of the school in 
the place. The deferred member will be baptized next Sab- 
bath. He also is one of the leading men in the county. This 
church has received four or five others by baptism the past 
winter under the labors of Rev. R. C. Hill from Missouri. 

Yours in the gospel. 
Received May 17, 1852. EZRA FISHER. 

Oregon City, O. Ter., Apr. 1, 1852. 
To the Executive Board of the 

Am. Bapt. Home Mission Society : 
The subscriber desires reappointment as a missionary of the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society, for the term of one 
year from this date, to labor one-quarter of the time with the 
Baptist church at Lebanon, Marion County, one-quarter of 
the time with the Shilo church, Marion County, and the 
Marysville^^^ church, Benton County, and to spend the re- 
maining time as an itinerant preacher, in which time it is 
proposed by the friends in Oregon that I shall visit the Ump- 
qua Valley and other portions in Oregon as often as circum- 
stances may seem to demand. The Lebanon^*^ church is in 
an important farming country 12 miles east of Salem ; church 
numbers but 8 members. Average attendance on Lord's day 
about 50. The missionary Baptists have no church within 12 
miles of the place. The church agree to pay for my support 
$50 and hope to raise it to $100. The Shilo church has 10 
members; congregation the Sabbath I preached to them 
about 55. The position is important, both for farming and 



261 This was the nresent Corvallis. The name was changed in 1854. The 
church was organized in December, 1851. — Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore., I:io. 

262 The Lebanon Church was organized May 17, 1851. — Mattoon, Bap. An. of 
Ore., I; 16. 
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for manufacturing purposes. I cannot tell what they will do 
until after the next church meeting. Probably about $50 for 
one-eighth of the time. I have not visited Marysville 
church. It is just constituted by the labors of Elder R. C. 
Hill and consists of about 16 members. The Lord has vis- 
ited that region with a pleasing revival the past winter and 
Elder Hill, in behalf of that church, solicits my labors part 
of the time, with the assurance that they will aid in my sup- 
port. The point is at the head of navigation and the seat of 
justice for Benton County,^® and probably it will become 
the most important place above Salem, if not above Oregon 
City. Providence has signally opened the door to the Bap- 
tists in this place and it seems to me that it should be oc- 
cupied immediately. I will append the concurrent certificate. 

EZRA FISHER. 

The Lebanon Baptist church concur in all the terms of 
the foregoing application. By order of the church. 

JOHN HUNT, 

Church Clerk. 

This is to certify that I approve of the above application. 

GEO. C. CHANDLER. 

N. B. — Elder Johnson is absent, but he assured me he would 
recommend this course of labor to me. 

N. B. — I cannot visit Marysville church till the first Sab. 
in May. I have asked for an appointment of the above kind 
from the conviction of all with whom I have conversed that 
the churches already gathered should be attended at least 
once a month, in preference to exploring ground, no more 
important, which we cannot occupy. Should you be disposed 
to appoint me exploring agent, with the above named lib- 
erty, I will serve you under that name and in that capacity 
as far as practicable. As to the salary, your wisdom will de- 
cide what is necessary when I say that common laborers 



263 Benton County was organized in 1847, and was named after Thomas H. 
Benton, of Missouri. — Bancroft, Hist, of Ore., 11:706. 
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cannot be hired short of from $2 to $3 per 4zy and mechan- 
ics from $5 to $6. All articles of living are from 50 to 100 
per cent above your city prices. 

Respectfully yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received May 17, 1852. 

Oregon City, Ore. Ten, May 25, 1852. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Br.: 

A desire to be able to communicate the state of the Bap- 
tist cause in Benton county when I next wrote you and my 
being unable to visit that county till the first Sabbath in 
this month forms my excuse for not forwarding the concur- 
rent certificate of the Shilo church in Marion Co. to the ap- 
plication which I made in the month of Mar. for a reappoint- 
ment as your missionary in Oregon. 

At the regular church meeting the Shilo church invited 
Elder Ezra Fisher to take charge of the church and agreed 
to raise one hundred dollars for his services one-fourth of 
the time; also resolved to ask the Board of the Am. Baptist 
Home Missionary Society to appoint Elder Ezra Fisher as a 
missionary in the bounds of this church and to itinerate in 
the territory so as to promote the interests of the destitute 
churches and' villages. The church heard the statements of 
Elder Fisher relating to the application which he had made 
for reappointment as a missionary in Oregon and concur in 
all the terms of the application as stated by him. Post Of- 
fice address is Salem, Marion Co., O. T. 

Shilo Church, Apr. 3d, 1852. 

AARON CORNELIUS, 
Church Clerk. 

N. B. — By means of my being called away from the church 
before the clerk could attend to this application, Br. Come- 
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lius requested me to make the statement of the facts and 
use his name in reference to this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER. 

Now as I have a little spare paper I wish to state a few 
facts. I visited the Marysville church, Benton Co., eighty 
miles above Oregon City by land and 160 by water, Satur- 
day and Sabbath, the first and! second days in May. Preach- 
ed both days and visited four days in their bounds. The 
weather was unusually rainy, having been preceded by heavy 
rains for ten days so that all the streams were high, and 
most of the members living at a distance could not attend. 
The church had no meeting for business; on Saturday I 
preached to eight persons; Sabbath to about sixty-five. The 
facts touching the history of this church are interesting. 
Brother Hill from Missouri, having sustained himself by 
teaching andl practicing medicine in Albany, about 15 miles 
below, on the east side of the river, while he preached on 
Sabbaths, was invited by a brother to visit and preach to the 
people in Marysville on Sabbath. Br. Hill complied with the 
request and discovered such indications of Divine favor as 
induced him to repeat his appointments, till he soon found 
that Providence manifestly called him to visit from house 
to house through the day and to preach each evening in some 
of the sparse settlements. He continued his labors about 
two months, during which time he baptized fourteen con- 
verts, numbers of old professors were revived and a church 
was constituted in Marysville, the county seat of Benton 
County, one of the most commanding points on the Wil- 
lamette River. The church has since increased till it now 
numbers 30 members; others will unite by baptism and pro- 
fession during the summer. The church have voted to build 
a neat house of worship, 30 feet by 40, paint the outside and 
finish the inside, and have contracted the work at $2500, to 
be finished next Sept. By these providential interpositions 
the interests of the Baptist denomination in the county are 
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more promising than those of any other sect. Marysville is 
the head of steamboat navigation at present and must be- 
come one of the best points on the river for trade, with a 
surrounding country unrivalled in point of fertility of soil 
and beauty of scenery. At the solicitude of some of the 
members and friends I consented to spend the fifth Sabbath 
in this month with them. The church will make arrange- 
ments during the month of June to supply themselves once 
or twice each month. Should they invite me to preach monthly 
with them, I shall regard it my duty to comply with the re- 
quest till they can get a man to devote his entire labors in 
Benton County. 

Marysville is about two years old, contains about eight 
or ten families, five dry goods stores and about twenty frame 
buildings. A brisk trade is carried on between the place and 
the gold mines.^* The church paid Br. Hill something more 
than $200 for his services and I think would raise some $200 
to $400 salary for a suitable minister to preach all the time in 
the county. 

You will hear more from this place in two or three months. 
My time is all taken up in travelling and preaching and per- 
forming the duties of a minister in Oregon. My lungs have 
been troublesome through the winter and are not entirely 
healed. Br. Johnson is still unable to preach. 

Yours truly, 
Received July 17, 1852. EZRA FISHER. 

N. B. — I received the bills of lading for the goods shipped 
on the M. Howes Jan. 13 and 20. 

Oregon City, O. T., July 28, 1852. 
To Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc., N. York. 
Dear Brother: 

Yours under date June 3rd came to hand by the last mail. 
You will learn before the receipt of this that I am making ar- 



264 The Hudson's Bay Company's trail leading from Fort Vancouver to the 
Sacramento Valley was a «w miles west of Corvallis. — George H. Himes. 
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rangements to devote all my time to the agency. Br. Read 
is now disengaged from the school and I hope soon to see 
him situated where he can take care of one or more churches. 
I hope he will meet the wishes of the brethren at Marysville. 
I look upon this place as the most surely available point 
of importance for the Baptists above Oregon City. I gave 
you a brief description of the place and its position in point 
of trade. Although it is difficult at this period in the history 
of our country to decide with certainty what may be the de- 
velopments of a country rich with agricultural resources on 
one hand, while on the other new and rich discoveries of gold 
mines are being made almost monthly, yet such are its rela- 
tions to the whole of these resources that it seems hardly pos- 
sible that it should fail of becoming the first town of import- 
ance in the Willamette Valley. I spent the Sabbath with this 
young church on the 1 1th of this month, at which time three 
valuable members were received by letter and one related 
her experience and was received as a candidate for baptism. 
On the second Sabbath in next month on my way to Ump- 
qua and Rogue rivers I shall probably baptize two and re- 
ceive one more by experience. On the third Sabbath of this 
month and the two preceding days I attended the yearly 
meeting of the Lebanon church. This was a scene mingled 
with joy and grief. Here I found a young married lady, 
whom the church had expected soon to receive by baptism, 
lying at the point of death and she expired on Saturday, en- 
joying a comfortable hope of a blissful immortality beyond 
the grave. On Sabbath I baptized one young man into the 
fellowship of the church who found the Saviour precious 
last month. One young brother was received by letter In 
the afternoon the church for the first time received the ordi- 
nance of the Lord's Supper. Elder Sperry,^®'' our itiner- 
ant, was with me through the meetings. This church is 
small, as you will see by referring to the minutes, and in the 



265 This was Rev. William Sperry (18x1-1857). He was bom in Kentucky, 
moved to Ohio and to Iowa and came to Oregon in 1851. He was at this time the 
missionary of the Willamette Association (Baptist). In 1854 he was pastor of the 
Pleasant Butte Church in Lane Ounty. — Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore., 1:86, jg. 
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country, but its position is good, being twelve miles east 
from Salem, the present seat of government, and in the 
heart of an extensively rich farming country. The commu- 
nity are mostly farmers. The members are intelligent and in- 
fluential. This church have sustained a Sunday school the 
last year and will probably soon resume it. 
Yours respectfully, 

EZRA FISHER, 
Exploring Agent'. 

The Oregon City church at the regular meeting on the 3d of 
July invited Rev. George C. Chandler to continue to labor with 
them another year; resolved that they would raise $100 to- 
ward his support and appointed a committee to confer with 
Br. Chandler, learn the sum necessary to support his fami- 
ly and, should Br. Chandler comply with the request, make 
application to the Home Missionary Society for aid suffi- 
cient to enable him to devote himself exclusively to the min- 
istry. . . . 

The church committee were informed that a committee 
appointed by the Methodist church to inquire into the nec- 
essary expenses of their minister stationed at Oregon City, 
with a family of the minister, his wife and one little child, a 
babe, exclusive of the parsonage, which would probably rent 
for $300 or $400, reported to the church $850. . . . 

To the Executive Board of the Am. Bap. Home Missionary 
Society: The church at Oregon City desires the reappoint- 
ment of Elder George C. Chandler as a missionary of the 
American Baptist Home Missionary Society to labor all the 
time within its bounds for twelve months frpm the first day 
of Sept. 1852, at a salary of $1250, one hundred dollars of 
which the church pledges herself she will pay: By order of 
the church, George P. Newell, Lyman D. C. Latourette,^*^ 
Ezra Fisher, Committee of the Church.. 
Received Sept. 13, 1852. 



266 For G. P. Newell, see note 240. 

L. D. C. Latourette (1825-1886), was born in New York, came to Oregon in 
1848, and after a short stay in the California mines in 1849, returned to Oregon 
City. In and near this town he spent the remainder of his life. His first wife, 
Lucy Jane Gray, was the eldest daughter of the author. She died in 1864, and Mr, 
Latourette later majried her younger sister, Ann Eliza. 
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Oregon City, July 28, '52. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

Will you do me the favor to order me a copy of the New 
York Recorder to Mr. John Robinson to Marysville postoffice, 
Benton Co., O. T., and pay for the same and charge the same 
to my account ? 

EZRA FISHER. 

N. B. — I shall write you no more until after my return 
from Umpqua and Rogue River valleys. The distance is 
about 350 miles out, and my return the same, which will re- 
quire about six weeks to perform and reach all the points I 
wish. I leave home tomorrow morning. We greatly need 
the prayers of God's people in Oregon that Heaven's richest 
blessings may rest upon us in laying the foundation for ef- 
ficient Christian enterprise for after ages. I have collected 
over $1000 since last fall for our school building. The work 
has advanced so far that the school is now in it; but we 
must immediately look for other teachers, or rather teacher. 
It seems to me desirable that we should have an efficient 
young man qualified to teach an academy in N. Y. who wishes 
to make teaching a profession and could at the same time 
exert an influence in the Baptist cause. We have had no 
meeting of the Board for eight weeks and they are now scat- 
tered so that it has been impracticable to call a meeting 
since my return last week. I feel safe however in request- 
ing you to find such a man. The school will number about 
30 next year, perhaps more. We need very much the port- 
able maps, on rollers, of the world, the United States, North 
America, South America, Europe, Asia, Africa and a map of 
the Ancient Roman Empire and one of Palestine. Could 
not some friends secure them for us so that you could send 
them out next winter? 

Yours in the bonds of the gospel, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received Sep. 13, 1852, 
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Oregon City, O. T., Sep. 6, 1852. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. Bap. H. M. Soc, N. Y. 
Dear Brother: 

Having just returned from a tour of the Umpqua I hasten 
to give you a brief account of my tour. Leaving home on 
the 29th of Aug., I took a small steamer^®'' for Champoeg,^®^ 
a small village of some eight or ten houses, principally log 
built in French style, with two small stores. This town is 
situated on the east bank of the Willamette near the north 
extremity of French Prairie, 30 miles from Oregon City by 
water. I landed at 1 P. M. Being without a horse, I walked 
18 miles. My way lay through the French Prairie in a 
south and southeast course, skirted first on the right and 
then on the left by beautiful glades of fir and branched oak, 
while the prairie is studded with fields of wheat standing in 
the shock, indicating a generous return to the labors of the 
husbandman. Spent the night with Br. Smith and was 
happy to learn from him that the church at French Prairie 
had secured! the labors of Rev. John Rexford^** one Sabbath 
each month. From this church my way lay through the up- 
per end of French Prairie six miles south across what is 
falsely called Lake La Bish,^** a tract of rich marsh land 
about 200 or 300 yards in width and some 3 or 4 miles in 
length, forming the summit level between the Willamette 
and Pudding rivers, thence six miles through timber and 



267 The first steamship traffic on the lower Willamette was in 1850, and from 
the summer of 1851 steamers became numerous. In 1852 a number were running 
on the upper river. — Bancroft, Hist, of Ore., 11:256. 

The first steam vessel entering the Columbia river was the Hudson*s Bay Com- 
pany's steamer Beaver, in August, 1836; the U. S. steam transport Massachusetts 
arrived at Fort Vancouver May 13, 1849, for the purpose of landing United States 
troops — the first in Oregon — a company of artillery. 

268 Champoeg was the oldest settlement in French Prairie, which was, in turn, 
the oldest settlement in the Willamette Valley. The derivation of the word is not 
certain, but is possibly **Sandy Encampment." — Bancroft, Hist, of Ore., 1:72. F. V. 
Holman, Hist, of the Counties of Ore. in Ore. Hist. Soc, Quar. XI:2i. 

269 Rev. John Rexford was born in Canada, came from Illinois to Oregon in 
1851, and died in Detroit, Mich., in iSSo.^Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore. I:i6. 

270 Lake La Bische has since been drained. 
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prairie to Salem, the present capital of our Territory.^^ 
Found three or four Baptist members near this place, but 
hastened to the place of my appointment twelve miles up 
Mill creek through one of the most delightful prairies and 
surrounded by one of the most picturesque sceneries in 
North America, if not in the world. In this valley, about 
two and a half miles from the north fork of the Santiam 
and six miles east from the Willamette, is a log school house, 
about 20 by 22 feet, where the Shilo church meet to worship 
the God of Heaven. Here I spent the Saturday and Sab- 
bath and preached each day, on Sabbath to a full house. The 
church consists of 12 members, and pays $100 for the preach- 
ed word one Sab. each month. Their position is good. The 
members of the church, although a few, are among the most 
substantial citizens and sustain a Sabbath school, yet are 
surrounded by Methodists, Campbellites, Anti-missionary 
Baptists and unbelievers. A good minister would find this 
one of the most important country locations in any new 
country. On the twelfth I passed through the fork of the 
Santiam, a fine prairie country, eighteen miles, stopping and 
preaching at three P. M. Spent three days with the Santiam 
church visiting, and preached once. This is a small and af- 
flicted church on the south side of the south fork of the 
Santiam, under the pastoral care of Rev. Richmond Cheadle, 
and situated in a rich, level, prairie country near the only 
soda springs in the Willamette Valley, which are acquiring 
some celebrity for their medicinal properties. This church 
is thirty miles south of Salem and 15 east of Albany, Lynn 
County seat. 

Sept. 12, at Lebanon, Marion County. Passing through 
an open prairie country, 24 miles, I came to Marysville, the 
county seat of Benton County, standing on the west bank of 
the Willamette River 70 miles by land above this place. 



271 The capital was ordered transferred to Salem in 1851 and has remained 
there until the present time with the exception of a few months in 1855, when it 
was at Corvallis. — Bancroft, Hist, of Ore., II: 146, 147. See also W. C. Winslow, 
Contest Over the Capital of Oregon, in Ore, Hist. Soc. Quar., VIII:i73-i78. 
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Preached on the 17th and 18th, baptized two candidates and 
received one more for baptism. The house, 30 by 40 feet, 
is nearly completed. Here a minister is more immediately 
needed than in any other point in the territory — a ready, 
business-like, devoted preacher, who could give direction and 
exercise a general supervision in bringing into existence and 
sustaining an academical school for the denomination. Such 
a man would receive $200 or $250 from the church the first 
year. The church is young and inexperienced, but is by far 
the most wealthy church in the territory. From Marysville 
I followed up the valley of the most western fork of the Wil- 
lamette 70 miles through a level prairie country studded 
with small groves of ash and soft maple, while the hills were 
crowned with oak groves, but on the Willamette bottoms the 
balm of Gilead, white fir and soft maple constitute the prin- 
cipal growth of timber. Crossing the Calapooia Mountains, 
a distance of 8 miles by good wagon road, one enters what 
is called the Umpqua Valley ,2'^^ which consists of a series of 
narrow valleys varying from a few yards to three or four 
miles in width. In the midst of these valleys and on every 
hand rise hills varying in form and elevation from the gentle 
sloping mound fifty feet in elevation to low mountais rais- 
ing their imposing summits 2000 or 3000 feet above the level 
of the valleys below, whose sloping sides are covered with a 
luxuriant growth of the most nutritious grasses, everywhere 
interspersed with open groves of red and white oak. Fenc- 
ing and building timber is rather scarce till you approach 
the Coast, Cascade and transverse ranges of mountains. 
Springs of pure water are abundant near the base of these 
hill slopes. After crossing the Calapooia Mountains, I trav- 
eled about 50 miles through these valleys on the great road 
from the Willamette Valley to the gold mines.^'^' This road 
has already become a great thoroughfare where loaded wag- 
ons, pack trains of mules and horses and droves of beef cattle 



272 For the early history of the Ump<Jua Valley, see note 246. 

273 This road followed in most places the old Hudson Bay Company's trail to 
Qalifornia. — George H. Himes, 
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are daily passing. These valleys are fast filling up with set- 
tlers and it is confidently believed that the largest portion 
of the arable land will be taken up before the first of next 
January. The population of the Umpqua Valley may now 
be estimated at 1500 or 2000 souls, among which I found six 
Baptist members. On the 25th I preached at Winchester,^* 
the only village in the main valley, to about 60 attentive 
hearers. Winchester is situated about the center of the val- 
ley, or rather assemblage of valleys, on the south bank of 
the north fork of the Umpqua on the great road. It contains 
four families and one store, a saw and grist mill and two or 
three mechanic shops. The seat of justice for the county will 
probably be located about six miles south of this on the south 
fork. The valley contains nearly two counties, and, as yet, not 
a single preacher of any denomination. This district of coun- 
try lies contiguous to the gold mines, is extremely rich in agri- 
cultural resources, and of water power there is no end. Great 
anxiety was expressed by the citizens of every description for 
the settlement of ministers and school teachers among them. 
It is about two years since the first white family settled in the 
valley and probably not more than five or six evangelical ser- 
mons have been preached in that whole district. Mr. Jesse Ap- 
plegate,^^® the leading man in the valley, assured me, if the 
Baptists would locate a school in his neighborhood with a 
view of raising it to an academical school, he would donate 40 
acres of choice land and he and his brother^® would each 
give $1000 toward erecting a suitable building and he thought 
another brother would give $1000 for the same object. In 



274 Winchester was laid out in 1850. It was on a trail to the coast and to the 
mines. The county seat of Douglas County was th^re until 1853, when it was trans- 
ferred to Roseburg, as the author prophesies. — Bancroft, Hist, of Ore., 11:183, 711. 

27s Jesse Applegate was a well-known figure in early Oregon history. He was a 
leader in the immigration of 1843. He was a prominent member of the provisional 
legislature in 1845 ^nd 1849. In 1846 he helped open a southern route to the Will- 
amette Valley. In 1849 he settled near Ycncalla, in the Umpqua Valley. He was 
Indian agent in 1870, candidate for U. S. Senator in 1876, and died in 1888. — Ban- 
croft, Hist, of Ore., 1:393, 473, 544. 568; Il:i78, 564, 673, 763. 

276 Charles Applegate came to Oregon in 1843 and settled in the Umpqua Val- 
ley in 1849 near his brother. — Bancroft, Hist, of Ore., 1:393, 569. 

The other brother was Lindsey, who also came to Oregon in 1843 and who had 
settled where Ashland now stands. — Ibid. 1:569, 393- 
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the absence of a common school system, and in view of the re- 
ligious and literary destitution of that country and the pros- 
pects of its rapid development both in population and re- 
sources and in view of the untiring efforts of other religious 
sects, upon consultation with our brethren here, we have 
thought it best for Br. Read to proceed immediately to the 
Umpqua and commence preaching to the destitute, and at 
the same time look after the interests of education and at- 
tempt, if practicable, to lay the foundation for a Baptist acad- 
emy in as favored a location as can be secured, as his labors 
have closed with the Oregon City College. 

I did not visit Scottsburg,^'^^ the commercial point for the 
Umpqua, but learned that it consists of six dry goods stores, 
is near the head of tide water on the Umpqua, some four or 
five families residing in the vicinity, and that the entire com- 
munity consists of about 70 or 75 souls. Fifteen vessels have 
entered the mouth of the river within the last IS months. 
Next month I expect to visit Rogue River. On my return 
I visited the church just constituted in the forks of the Wil- 
lamette^'^* and spent the Sabbath. At present I shall defer 
giving you a description of this church, except to mention 
that our itinerant, Rev. Mr. Sperry, preaches to them month- 
ly and they are sustaining a Sunday school. Circumstances 
over which I have no control prevented my proceeding to 
Rogue River as I intended when I left home, but, by Divine 
permission, I shall visit that part of the country next month. 
Indications seem very favorable that an immediate and ur- 
gent demand will be made for the appointment of an effi- 
cient, enterprising, devoted missionary to labor at the Indian 
Agency, where we have two valuable Baptist families, and 



277 Scottsburg was at the head of tidewater o» the Umpqua and was named 
after Levi Scott. — Bancroft, Hist, of Ore., 11:178. 

The first newspaper in Oregon, south of Salem, the Umpqua Gasette, was pub- 
lished at this place April, 1854. — George H. Himes. 

It was the point from which settlers in Southern Oregon got many of their 
supplies. There had been a Hudson's Bay Company's post there, and mule trails to 
the interior of Oregon. — Mrs. Sallie Applegate Long, Mrs. Jesse Applegate, in 
Ore. Hist. Soc. Quar., VIII: 182. 

278 This church was organized May i, 1852, by Revs. Vincent Snelling and 
William Sperry. — Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore., 1: 19. 
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Jacksonville, the trading town for the rich mining district 
now attracting many miners on the Rogue River, and but 
seven miles from the Agency. I trust you will be casting 
about you with prayerful anxiety to find the very man to 
meet vice in all its forms and succeed in that place. . . , 

Numbers of appointments must be made, which will re- 
quire from $300 to $400 each from your Board, or the cause 
must be given over into other hands for the want of effi- 
cient ministers. The Old School Presbyterian Church has three 
missionaries here, with but one church, very small.^™ Con- 
gregationalists have seven or eight ministers, the Methodists 
about a score, Seceders four to five, Cumberland Presb3rter- 
ians four or five, Campbellites six or seven and Anti-mis- 
sionary Baptists six or eight. It strikes me that four mis- 
sionaries should be immediately appointed for Oregon who 
should be subject to the advice of the ministers here in the 
selection of their location. Marysville, Salem and Portland 
are all suffering for want of efficient Baptist ministers, yet 
the distance is so far from New York and the time is so 
long before you can secure the labors of the right man that 
we are obliged to throw such laborers into the field as we 
have and, by the time of the arrival of a man just adapted for 
the field, we have a man in the way who cannot be removed 
without temporary injury to the cause. 

Our school at Oregon City is doing well as yet. Br. Chan- 
dler's labors close in about two weeks and we have found no 
teacher to succeed him. We expect we shall be compelled 
to take up a temporary teacher. The Trustees, at a late 
meeting, instructed me to correspond with you and request 
you to secure for us a teacher, if possible, from one of the 
New England or New York colleges, who wishes to identify 
himself with a rising institution and grow up with it, with 
hopes of permanency in the profession of teaching. We think 

279 The three old-school Presbyterian missionaries were Revs. Lewis Thompson, 
Robert Robe and E. R. Geary. J. A. Hanna had also probably arrived by tliis time. 
The church was probably the one at Corvallis. — Bancroft, Hist, of Ore., 11:680, 68i. 

Among the Congregational ministers were Revs. Cushing Eells, Elkanah 
Walker, J. S. Griffin, Harvey Clark, George H. Atkinson, Horace Lyman. 
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the school will give such a man a reasonable support. He 
should by all means bring along with him an amiable, in- 
telligent wife. 

The goods that were shipped on the M. Howes arrived safe 
and in good order except a few pairs of ladies' shoes and 
gaiters; the numbers of pairs I cannot now state, as I am 
from home and have not the invoice of goods along, but will 
state particulars in my next. 

The importance of our mission to Oregon is every day be- 
coming more manifest and we daily need more grace and 
wisdom and energy to meet the openings of providence in 
laying broad and deep the foundations of institutions for en- 
larged Christian philanthropy. As a denomination we are 
suffering for the want of an efficient colporteur of the Amer- 
ican Baptist Publication Society. A colporteur who could 
be kept constantly supplied with books to meet the demands 
of the people, and so sustained that he could go everywhere 
carrying and selling his books and preaching the Word, 
would, by harmonizing discordant elements and scattering 
broadcast the seed of evangelical truth in a luxuriant soil, ac- 
complish a work for Oregon which no other man can do. 
When I think on this subject all my bones are pained. We 
are now out of books and the Society's agent^*" is at home 
providing for his family, teaching school for a support, 
while every Methodist circuit rider is selling books of the 
Arminian stamp through the country and the Campbellites 
have their books on the way to proselyte to their faith. It 
strikes me that a colporteur missionary must be sustained 
by the Publication Soc. and that the results will soon justify 
the outlay. Pray for us that our faith and labors fail not. 

Respectfully, 

EZRA FISHER. 



28* This was Rev. Richmond Cheadle. 
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Oregon City, O. T., Sept. 22, '52. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. See., N. York. 
Dear Br.: 

I learn by a letter which Br. Chandler has just received 
from you that you are in correspondence with a brother who 
is willing to come to Oregon as a professional teacher, and 
who is a licentiate.^^ If he can preach, and your Board 
cannot send him as a teacher, could you not give him an ap- 
pointment as you did Brs. Chandler and Read? If so, and 
he can preach to the edification of the people, we can find 
profitable use for him as a teacher and preacher in this place 
and vicinity. This would operate to liberate the pastor here 
and enable him to exert a more general personal influence in 
the surrounding villages and the churches in the Willamette 
Valley. We feel that we must have an efficient, professional 
teacher, and we must look to you for the man. . . . 

Please send the Home Mission Record to the following 
brethren: William S. Wilmot,^^ eight copies, Salem Post- 
office, Russel T. Hill, eight copies, Santiam Post-office, and 
John Trapp, eight copies, Marysville Post-office, and charge 
the same to my account. I have received pay. Will you 
order to Talbert Carter,^^ Albany Post-office, one copy of the 
New York Recorder, and pay for the same and charge me 
with the amount. I wish not to be responsible for any paper 
I order more than a year at a time. Should they not order 
them renewed, you will have them discontinued at the end 
of the year. 



281 This was probably J. D. Post, who came to Oregon in 1852. — Mattoon, 
Bap. An. of Ore., 1:37. 

282 Rev. William S. Wilmot, M. D., was bom in Kentucky in 1808, moved to 
Missouri in 1841, and to Oregon in 1850. He settled in Marion County and was 
connected with the Shiloh Church for about twenty years. He was ordained in 
1859, and later lived in Washington and Idaho. He died at Beaverton, Ore. — Mat- 
toon, Bap. An. of Ore., l-.ji. 

283 Tolbert Carter (1825-1809) was born in Illinois, moved to Missouri in 
1841, and to Oregon in 1846. He settled in Benton County and served several 
terms in the state legislature. He was prominent in church life as a licensed 
preacher and deaconj. — Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore., 1:57. 
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The ladies' shoes and gaiters not received in the bill of 
goods referred to in another sheet are one pair women's 
Brogans, 90 cents; two pairs morocco, marked $1.00 each; 
one pair calf marked 70 cents; one pair kid marked $1.00, 
and one pair colored gaiters $1.38. Total $5.98. I presume 
they were overlooked and not put up. It is possible the 
box might have been opened on the way, but not probable 
During my absence the past three weeks, my family have 
been occupied with the family of Rev. Mr. Stevens^** from 
northern Ohio. His wife and three of the children have had 
a severe attack of the camp fever. The affliction was deep- 
ened by the death of his eldest daughter of seventeen years. 
Br. Stevens goes to Marysville. I hope he will succeed 
there. His family left my house this morning in an en- 
feebled state. The immigrants are every day reaching our 
valley in large numbers. The number of immigrants for 
Oregon are variously estimated from five to twenty thou- 
sand souls.^^ There has been an unusual amount of suffer- 
ing on the way by cholera, in a mitigated form, and camp 
fever. Those who come by the overland route should in- 
variably start early, take the most wholesome kinds of food, 
drive regularly and make no forced marches, except in the 
absence of grass or water, and rest Sabbaths, except where 
water and grass is not to be found. I write this that fol- 
lowing immigrations may profit by the advice. No doubt 
many on the route have lost their lives through neglect 
either in providing a suitable outfit, or through too much 
haste and irregular habits on the way. It should be pro- 
claimed through the length and breadth of the States that 
food made up principally of rancid bacon-sides, shoulders 
and hams, hot biscuits mixed with the fats fried therefrom 
and water, hot coffee, as strong as it can be made, mornings, 
noon and night, with no vegetables and little dried fruit 



284 Rev. Thomas Stephens (1803-1888) was bom in Wales, where he was or- 
dained, lived later in New York and Ohio, and came to Oregon in 1852. He 
preached for the Shiloh and Corvallis churches for a time and later settled near 
Roseburg. — Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore., 1: 14. See also the letter of Aug. 22, 1853. 

285 See note 154. 
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for four or five months in succession, is enough to generate 
fatal diseases in any climate, but especially where all, both 
male and female, are exposed to extreme fatigue and con- 
stant anxiety of mind. I shall leave in about two weeks for 
the Rog^e River, if the rains do not become too severe. In 
the meantime I shall attend a yearly meeting in Polk Co. 
with the LaCreole church. 

Yours respectfully, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received Sept. 30, 1852. 

Oregon City, O. T., Oct. 16, 1852. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

Herein I send you a bill of goods which I wish you to 
purchase for me and forward as soon as you can ship direct 
to Portland, Oregon, as follows : 

1 large cooking stove, furniture and ten pieces of pipe. 
Let the pipe be bent for locking and be left open so that it 
can be packed close; it can be put together here. 1 good 
patent lever watch, full jeweled, chain and key. I want a 
good time keeper. 1 small timepiece. Let it not cost more 
than $10 or $12. 1 good hat for riding, rather wide-brim- 
med, 23J4 inches around the outside of the hat at the head. 
I travelling overcoat, suitable for my business in a wet 
Oregon winter, thick and firm, not coarse. 1 pair stout 
cassimere pantaloons, lined throughout. 1 stout cassimere 
frock coat; coats rather large for you will fit me. 1 good 
double-breasted cassimere vest for winter traveUng. 1 sub- 
stantial black summer vest. One vest for a young man, mid- 
dling size. 25 or 30 yds. of woolen plaid ; if not in the market, 
linsey, green and black or green and red. One web of 
bleached! sheeting, fine and firm. 2 bolts of unbleached cot- 
ton sheeting, not coarse. 1 bolt good, dark calico. 25 yds. 
of worsted delaine, figured, not light colored; if no worsted 
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delaine in market, get the amount in worsted goods for 
women's dresses. 8 yards of white muslin for young ladies' 
dresses. 1 bolt of good gingham, not very light colored. 

1 parasol, suitable for a young lady, not very light. 
16 yards cambric for lining. 6 yards brown holland. 

2 good brown linen tablecloths, 6 feet square. 
10 yards good brown linen toweling, all linen. 
Half-pound black Italian sewing silk, good. 

18 yards good, fine twilled red flannel. 6 papers of pins, 
different sizes. 

1 poimd black linen thread. 

6 cards good hooks and eyes. 12 fine ivory combs, large. 
6 tucking combs. 1 roll of black ribbon, 1% inches wide. 1 
box adamantine candles. 1 good glass lantern. Fourth gross 
matches. 1 barrel New Orleans sugar, good. 200 letter en- 
velopes. Half-ream letter paper, best article. 

One dozen cut glass tumblers. 2 ladies' bonnets, one of 
which is for a girl of 11 years, each trimmed. 2 copies 
Downing's work on Horticulture.^® 1 copy Preacher's Man- 
ual by Rev. S. T. Sturtevant.^*^ 1 copy of Williams' Miscel- 
laneous.^^* 1 pair fine calf boots, number lO's. 1 do. No. 
U's, high in the instep. 1 pair water-proof calf boots, dou- 
ble sole and feet, lined with good calf, not very heavy. 1 
pair calf shoes, fine, No. 9. 1 do. No. 10, good article. 2 
pair little boys' calfskin shoes, No. 9. 1 pair ladies' gaiters, 
drab or slate colored, No. 4's. 1 do. black, No. 4j^. 2 pairs 
morocco boots. No. 4}^. 2 do., one morocco and one enameled. 
No. 4. 1 pair ladies' calfskin boots, No. 4. 1 pair misses' 
enameled boots. No. 12. 1 pair morocco do. No. 12. 1 pair 
calfskin do. No. 12. 2 pair ladies' India rubber boots, Nos. 
6 and 7, rough bottoms. 10 pairs good, long-legged men's 
half hose. 6 pairs lamb's wool ladies' hose. 2 pairs colored 



286 Andrew Jackson Downing's "Fruit and Fruit Trees of America" was first 
published in 1845, and passed through many editions. 

287 S. F. Sturtevant, Preacher's Manual, publisher by John C. Riker, New 
York, 8vo., $2.50. O. A. Roorbach, Bibliotheca Americana, p. 525. 

288 William R. Williams, Miscellanies. New York, i8so. See also note 237. 



Correspondence 473 

cotton do. and 2 pairs white cotton do. 3 pairs boys' half 
hose, boy 6 yrs. old. 2 bandana silk handkerchiefs. 2 ladies' 
dress collars. 1 pair large ladies' silk gloves, drab or snuff 
color. 2 dozen nutmegs, 1 pound cinnamon, be sure it is 
good; 1 glass jar, about 1 gallon; 8 lbs. salsoda; 6 pounds 
saleratus, 1 good razor, 2 washing tubs, one to fit inside 
other; 1 waiter for tea table, medium size; 1 flatiron, large; 
3 good cotton umbrellas; 1 good steel blade shovel, round 
pointed; 12 sheets perforated cardboard for ladies' marking, 
white, pink, blue, green. Worsted for working different col- 
ors. 15 skeins silk of different colors for marking. 1 pair 
saddle bags for riding, rather large size; 1 large travelling 
trunk; pack it full before boxing it. 65 pounds of nails, IS 
lbs. 4's, 25 lbs. 6's, 15 lbs. 8's and 10 lbs. of 10 pennys. 1 
good walking cane, good length. 1 good ladies' winter 
shawl. 1 silk scarf for young lady, changeable blue and pink 
or blue and white. 1 pair good spectacles set in silver for a 
man 53 years old. 3 boxes water-proof boot blacking. 
Received Nov. 29, 1852. 

Oregon City, Oct. 18, 1852. 
Dear Br. Hill: 

In my last quarterly report I omitted to state the amount 
I received for my support, which was twenty-five dollars 
($25.00). This was occasioned by my haste to get my report 
to the office before the mail closed. I have made out a bill 
rather large, but it falls short of the wants of the family. 
I have thought that, in the event it exceeds the amount due 
me for the time I have reported, you might perhaps accom- 
modate me with the amount and forward the goods by the 
first" vessel up for Oregon and wait for the balance till I 
report again, as it is inconvenient for me to order my family 
supplies oftener than once a year. 

I wish you also to order on my account one copy of the 
New York Recorder, or the Christian Chronicle, as it may 
suit your convenience, and pay for the same in advance, for 
J. M. Barnes, to be directed to Cincinnati Post-oflfice, 
Oregon Ter, 
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I believe I acknowledged receipt of yours under date of 
June 25, 1852. I shall leave today for a yearly meeting on 
the French Prairie and shall not return till I have visited 
Rogue River settlements, unless the rains should swell the 
streams so as to make travelling dangerous. 
As ever yours in Christ, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received Nov. 29, 1852. 

Lebanon, twelve miles east of Salem, Marion Co., Oregon 
Ter., Nov. 22, 1852. 

Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

Owing to the winter rains coming down with so much 
frequency just at the time I got in readiness to make a tour 
to Rogue River, the fact that the immigration was moving 
on in that direction in such numbers and the great scarcity 
of provisions in that country, all of which would contribute 
to throw the community in an unsettled condition, I con- 
cluded to spend the rainy season in the older and more 
settled parts of Oregon and defer my visit to Rogue River 
and Puget Sound till the opening of the spring. At that 
time the immigrants will find their homes and begin to look 
around them with desire to secure the necessary appendages 
of civilization and a means of grace. From all the facts that 
have fallen under my observation I have not the least doubt 
there is an important opening for the constitution of a 
Baptist church at the Indian agency only seven miles from 
Jacksonville, a rising mining town near Rogue River.^*® 
Judge Rice^®** and wife and some two or more members 
besides are located near the agency and will do what they 
can to sustain Baptist preaching. Br. James S. Read is in 

289 In January, 1851, ^old was discovered near the present Jacksonville, the 
beginning of successful mining in the Rogue River. Other discoveries soon fol- 
lowed, and there was a large influx of miners. — George H. Himes. 

290 This was L. A. Rice. He was County Judge for two years. — Mattoon, Bap. 
An. of Ore., I:i37- 
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the Umpqua at Winchester, and I learn by a letter that he 
will soon constitute a church at that place. He should be 
reappointed to labor at Winchester and other parts of the 
Umpqua Valley. I am unable to say what will be necessary 
to enable him to give himself to the ministry. He will be 
able to give you the necessary information. I think he will 
not be able to sustain himself on less than $500 or $600. 
Br. Read is a devoted, studious, thinking, exemplary man 
and wishes ardently to give himself wholly to the ministry. 
Br. Chandler has moved onto a claim twelve miles south 
from Oregon City.^^ This he did with a view of securing 
his family the means of sustenance. We do not blame him 
for making the move, but regret that our best men must 
take their families on to farms because they cannot be sus- 
tained in the towns. We expect he will preach to the church 
at Oregon City this year. We have at this time not a single 
minister located in a town as pastor, unless Winchester may 
be called a town. It seems that we must have a minister 
sustained at Oregon City, Portland and Salem, each, if it is 
possible. We need to have the example given to our 
churches of an efficient, devoted ministry, and this influence 
should go out from our towns. Yet in our towns we have 
few members, and they are not able like our landholders. 
We can find no self-denying man who will leave a flourishing 
church in N. York or N. England and move to our new 
towns in Oregon without seeing a prospect of having his 
family sustained. Till some provisions are made adequate to 
the support of the ministry, if they are induced to move to 
Oregon with a prospect of sustaining the cause in a rising 
town, they will not long stay where want stares them in 
the face while they see that their wants may be easily met 
by laboring three or four days in a week with their hands 
in the country. At this time wheat is worth from $3.00 to 
$4.00 per bushel, flour $14.00 to $15.00 per hundred pounds; 



291 This claim, known on government maps as the G. C. Chandler Donation 
Land Claim, is in Township 4 South, Range 2 East, of the Willamette Meridian, 
and is on Milk Creek, about three miles southeast of Mulino, Clackamas County. 
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fresh beef 14 to 16 cents per pound, rice 25, sugar about 20, 
eggs from SO cents to a dollar per dozen. A good cow and 
calf $100. Wood from $7.00 to $9.00 per cord. With these 
prices, no minister in Oregon with a small family can support 
his family and give himself entirely to the ministry of the 
word short of $1000 per year. In Umpqua and Rogue rivers 
we must add from 25 to 100 per cent to these prices. With 
all these embarrassments staring the ministry in the face 
and with all these temptations to leave the ministry to serve 
tables we need tried and devoted men. And it does seem 
to me that such men should not be forsaken. Yet we have 
the promise of the Good Shepherd, "Lo, I am with you," 
and we still pray and trust Him and work on, if we have to 
do as Paul did for the Corinthian Church. Our country 
churches are advancing in pecuniary ability and I think I 
can say, too, in willingness to sustain the ministry. If our 
churches are rightly trained, they will soon give liberally 
for the support of the gospel, both at home and abroad. I 
spent Saturday and Sabbath with this church. Sabbath was 
unusually rainy; few persons were out, not more than fifteen, 
yet it was thought best to take up a collection in favor of 
the Home Mission Society. Accordingly the hat was passed. 
It was rather a family circle than a church. The collection 
amounted to ($3.50) three dollars and fifty cents. I shall 
be unable to take up collections this winter, but hope the 
churches will begin to sympathize deeply with your Society's 
operations by contributing liberally to its support. I shall 
spend most of my time with the churches and destitute settle- 
ments in the Willamette Valley and the valley of the 
Columbia the coming winter. Probably shall spend a Sab- 
bath at Salem during the coming session of the legislature. 
Should you appoint a man to preach one year at Oregon 
City and vicinity who will teach the school, probably he 
would render effectual service to the church and meet press- 
ing wants in the school with a commission of $200 or $300 
salary and we would be supplied with a man who could in 
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a g^eat measure superintend the cause of education. Elder 
Johnson is yet feeble, but able to preach part of the time. 
We have an accession to the ministry by the last immigra- 
tion of five or six men, but most of them are far advanced 
in life and manifestly came to Oregon to settle their families 
and to find a quiet repose for their declining years. 
Yours respectfully, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received Jan. 14, 1853. 

Oregon City, Oregon Ter., Dec. 29, '52. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

Your letters under date Oct. 5 and Nov. 2 and 3 were 
received by the last two mails. Having just returned from 
a tour up the Willamette Valley after a detention at Salem 
and vicinity of two weeks by rains, high water and snow, I 
take the earliest opportunity to answer your inquiries touch- 
ing the cause of Br. Chandler's leaving the school. While he 
continued connected with the school he gave as general 
satisfaction, both to the Trustees and supporters, as we 
could reasonably expect of any man in that station. As far 
as my knowledge extends, all were desirous that he should 
continue in that station. Sometime during the summer 
term (I think) he expressed his doubt whether it could be 
his duty to confine his labors to a school of boys but little 
in advance of a common school in the States. The Trustees 
could not say to a man evidently called to preach the gospel, 
"You must continue to teach." We, however, expressed our 
wishes that he would continue to sustain the relation he had 
to the school. Near the close of the summer or early in 
the fall term Br. C. informed us positively that he must 
leave the school at the close of the year and wished us to 
look out for another man. At that time the church in the 
place felt a strong conviction that they needed more pastoral 
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labors performed than Brother C. could do in connection 
with the school and that it was very desirable that we should 
have the undivided labors of a minister in this place and 
vicinity, if we hoped to secure our proportion of influence 
as a denomination in the place where our school was located. 
How much this consideration influenced Br. Chandler to 
leave the work of teaching, I cannot say. Probably some- 
what. It was Br. Chandler's decision that it was his duty 
to leave the department of teaching, and not that of the 
Trustees. If he erred, it was an error of judgment, not of 
design. 

Br. Read was appointed by your Board, I understand, at 
Br. Chandler's request, to be associated with him in the 
school; I am quite sure it was not at the request of the 
Trustees of the College. But as you had appointed him 
and made the outfit, we regarded it our duty to remove all 
the obstacles we could and render every facility to their use- 
fulness as teachers and preachers we could. But I never ad- 
mired the economy or utility of that part of the arrange- 
ment. However, before the close of the second quarter. 
Brother Read signified to the Trustees his determination to 
leave the school at the expiration of the year, or as soon as 
he could be spared from the school, with a strong conviction 
that it was his duty to devote his labors exclusively to the 
ministry of the Word. I have no doubt the Trustees would 
have given him the school when they found Br. Chandler 
must leave, but he could not for a moment entertain the 
thought of teaching and we had no control of his convic- 
tions of duty. He left the school by mutual consent at the 
close of the third quarter. 

It is true the school did not give an entire support for two 
men, yet I think, if Br. Chandler's health would have al- 
lowed him to teach five days in the week and preach occa- 
sionally on Saturday and regularly on Sabbath, that the in- 
come of the school, $200 from your Board and $100 from 
the church would have given him a comfortable living. You 
ask what the school is worth per year. The school last 
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year must have been worth something like $600 or $700. It 
must have averaged about 25 scholars at $6.00, $8.00 and 
$10.00 per quarter. The average price was a fraction short 
of $8 per quarter. I think we may safely calculate that, by the 
time our teacher will be ready to enter the school, the school 
will be worth as much the first year as it was last, and 
from that time forward we hope for a gradual increase. 

All practical business men in Oregon give their opinion 
that Oregon City must become one of the few important 
places in Oregon. I have no doubt but a good professional 
teacher, with a small family, would be able to sustain his 
family from the school, with a prospect of a gradual increase 
of salary, and find himself admirably situated to exert a 
general influence on the formation of the civil and religious 
character of one of the most important future states in the 
whole union. If we could pay the passage of Br. Post's fam- 
ily out and give him the school when he arrives in the place, 
we would gladly do it. But it strikes me that this is beyond 
our power. We have but eleven or twelve feeble churches 
in the territory and they together number less than 200 mem- 
bers — men, women and children — ^gathered from all parts of 
the western states, a few from the old states, but mostly 
from Missouri. It is no strange thing to me that many of 
them cannot see clearly what relation our school bears to 
the future destinies of the cause of Christ in Oregon, in 
the world. Besides, we must raise $300 or $400 the coming 
summer to glaze our house and thus secure it from the 
weather, and finish another room or two (and I know of 
no man who will do this work but myself, and this must 
be done so as not to interfere with my appropriate duties 
as your agent and missionary) and most of this must come 
from men not connected with our denomination, as I inci- 
dentally fall in with them to spend an hour or a night. If 
the country was a little older or the churches had a few 
more efficient pastors, this money might be raised. Since 
Brother Chandler left the school, we have made temporary 
arrangements for teaching and intend the school shall be 
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kept up from quarter to quarter till we learn the result of 
your correspondence with Br. Post. We cannot tell Br. 
Post how much he ought to sacrifice for the cause of Christ 
and humanity in Oregon. But this I will suggest, that, if he 
will give his whole soul to God for this work, I think the 
day will come before he is fifty years old, if his life is 
spared, that he will find himself connected with relations 
which should satisfy the most aspiring mind and afford the 
richest consolation in the decline of life. It is true our 
beginnings are small, but the destinies of Oregon for the 
next fifty years, who can calculate ? 

Very respectfully yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 
N. B.— Dear Brother: 
Will you give me an interest in your fervent prayers that 

I may do my whole duty to Him who died and intercedes 
for me with the Father of us all. 

Received March 19, 1853. 

Oregon City, Ore. Ter., Jan. 1st, 1853. 
To the Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 
Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 

Herein I send you my report of labor as exploring agent 
for Oregon for the 3rd quarter ending December 31st, 1852. 

I have visited during the quarter, Salem, the seat of gov- 
ernment, and Lebanon church, attended the yearly meeting 
of the French Prairie church; visited Shiloh church, Oregon 
City church, and Molalla church, and spent a Sabbath with 
brethren on Butte Creek, 22 miles south of Oregon City. 

Traveled 435 miles to and from my appointments, labored 

II weeks during the quarter, collected $3.50 by collections from 
Lebanon church, paid for traveling expenses $2.50, for postage 
\2y2 cents. Total, $2.62 J4. Delivered 18 sermons. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER, 
Received March 19, 1853. Exploring Agent. 



